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brunt of the crisis by providing $1,400 per per-
son in direct cash assistance to households 
across America, bringing the total (including 
the $600 down payment enacted in Decem-
ber) to $2,000. 

Additionally, the plan will also provide direct 
housing and nutrition assistance to families 
struggling to get by, expand access to safe 
and reliable child care and affordable health 
care, extend and expand unemployment insur-
ance so American workers can pay their bills, 
and give families with children as well as 
childless workers a boost through enhanced 
tax credits. 

Mr. Speaker, the American Rescue Plan 
provides much needed support for commu-
nities struggling with the economic fallout, in-
cluding hard-hit small businesses, especially 
those owned by entrepreneurs from racial and 
ethnic backgrounds that have experienced 
systemic discrimination. 

Last, the plan also provides crucial re-
sources to protect the jobs of first responders, 
frontline public health workers, teachers, tran-
sit workers, and other essential workers that 
all Americans depend on. 

The 2021 budget resolution is not a com-
prehensive fiscal blueprint for the next 10 
years; it is designed solely to provide the op-
tion of using reconciliation to deliver critical re-
lief and achieve the goals of the American 
Rescue Plan. 

As such, the total spending and revenue 
levels in the resolution simply reflect current- 
law projections adjusted for the estimated 
costs of the American Rescue Plan. 

Once the American Rescue Plan becomes 
law, Congress will begin its work on a forward- 
looking, comprehensive budget resolution for 
2022 that will provide urgently needed eco-
nomic support and address longstanding defi-
cits in our communities and underlying inequi-
ties in our society, which have been so starkly 
revealed and exacerbated by COVID–19. 

Mr. Speaker, the Rule provides for the 
adoption of H. Res. 73, which authorizes and 
directs the Sergeant-at-Arms to fine Members, 
Delegates, or the Resident Commissioner for 
failure to complete security screening for en-
trance to the House Chamber. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms is authorized and di-
rected to impose a $5,000 fine against a 
Member, Delegate, or the Resident Commis-
sioner for the first offense of failing to com-
plete security screening for entrance to the 
House Chamber. 

The fine for this major breach of security 
shall be doubled to $10,000 for any subse-
quent offense and is to be paid from the per-
sonal funds of the Member, Delegate, or Resi-
dent Commission involved; neither the Mem-
ber Representational Allowance (MRA) or 
campaign funds may be used to satisfy any 
fine levied for entering the House Chamber 
without undergoing security screening. 

This is a common-sense measure to provide 
for the physical safety and security of Mem-
bers and staff, made all the more necessary 
by the horrific events of January 6, 2021, 
when the 45th President of the United States 
incited an insurrection against the United 
States by exhorting his mob of loyalists, many 
of whom were armed and wearing Kevlar 
vests, to storm the U.S. Capitol and lay siege 
to this Citadel of Democracy, and in the proc-
ess cause the deaths of at least six persons, 
one of whom was a uniformed officer to the 
United States Capitol Police, who was bludg-
eoned to death by the incited mob. 

I hope this is the first of many actions that 
must be taken by the Congress, including pro-
viding more resources and training to the 
United States Capitol Police, to increase the 
security and protect the sanctity of this sacred 
institution that has stood as a beacon of free-
dom and hope to people the world over for 
more than two centuries. 

I strongly support this legislation and urge 
all Members to join me in voting for its pas-
sage. 

f 

HOUSE RESOLUTION CALLING FOR 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF VIRAL 
DISEASES 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce a House Resolution calling for the 
establishment of a new unit of the National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH), to be known as The 
National Institute of Viral Diseases, to increase 
federal research in the field of viral diseases. 
As viral diseases are unique to infectious dis-
eases, we must strengthen our scientific un-
derstanding and the government’s role in dis-
covering viral diseases causes, prevention and 
treatments. 

I am introducing this resolution to build upon 
our federal governments’ investment in sci-
entific research and to consider expanding the 
scope of NIH’s excellent work. Through my 
Appropriations Committee work across various 
subcommittees, I have become increasingly 
concerned that federal funding in the field of 
biomedical sciences in particular, has lagged 
behind the clinical work of NIH and the phys-
ical sciences of the National Science Founda-
tion. Research methodology takes a unique 
approach, and as our nation continues to 
grapple with the coronavirus pandemic, there 
is a need for more investment in biomedical 
research related to viral diseases. 

The benefits of federal funding for bio-
medical sciences can be seen beyond just the 
patients whose lives are saved. In 2012, Dr. 
Francis Collins the Director of the NIH cited 
data that shows for every $1 of NIH health re-
search funding, it returns $2.21 in goods and 
services in a single year. Additionally, accord-
ing to analysis by Families USA, every NIH 
grant generates an average of seven high- 
quality jobs. Investing in science pushes the 
boundaries of taxpayer dollars and delivers 
positive outcomes for consumers. 

f 

COMMENDING THE MEMBERS OF 
THE GEORGIA NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, it 
is my honor and privilege to extend my heart-
felt thanks to the members of the Georgia Na-
tional Guard who were deployed to the District 
of Columbia and the National Capitol Region 
for the inauguration of Joseph R. Biden, Jr. as 
the 46th President of the United States and 

KAMALA D. HARRIS as the 49th Vice President 
of the United States. 

Since 1636, the National Guard has consist-
ently served the American people in much- 
needed roles that range from homeland de-
fense, overseas combat, humanitarian aid, 
and defense support for civil authorities. 

As all of us are aware, sustained military 
operations worldwide, coupled with declining 
numbers of active-duty personnel, have re-
quired the Department of Defense to rely more 
and more on the use of the Georgia National 
Guard. Following the violent and deadly at-
tempted coup at the United States Capitol on 
January 6, 2021, 2,284 members from the 1st 
and 2nd Battalions of the 121st Infantry Regi-
ment, 48th Infantry Brigade Combat Team of 
the Georgia National Guard, and the 116th 
and 165th Security Forces Squadrons of the 
Georgia Air National Guard selflessly arrived 
in Washington, D.C. in the midst of the 
COVID–19 pandemic—risking their health and 
safety in multiple ways to do their duty. Their 
mission was to aid and support the United 
States Capitol Police, the Metropolitan Police 
Department of the District of Columbia, the 
United States Secret Service, the United 
States Park Police, and other Federal law en-
forcement agencies as they worked to keep 
our nation’s capital secure after its occupation 
by domestic terrorists. 

In keeping with the National Guard’s motto 
of ‘‘Always Ready, Always There,’’ these cit-
izen-soldiers from Georgia were committed 
and ready on a moment’s (short) notice to pro-
tect the U.S Capitol and ensure that there was 
a peaceful transfer of power on January 20 in 
response to their deployment orders. Thanks 
to these brave men and women from Georgia, 
there were no incidents of violence that threat-
ened the inaugural ceremonies. There is no 
doubt in my mind that their service prevented 
further loss of life and threats against our de-
mocracy. At one of our darkest times, the 
Georgia National Guard was there to protect 
America—from all enemies foreign or domes-
tic. 

Madam Speaker, I am very proud of the 
Georgia National Guard. Because of their 
service, the will of the People was honored, 
and the institutions of our government remain 
intact. I ask my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to join me and the people of 
Georgia, in extending our sincerest apprecia-
tion, pride, and utmost gratitude to the Geor-
gia National Guard, the Adjutant General of 
Georgia Thomas Carden, and his staff, for 
their outstanding work, morale, and dedication 
to duty during the inauguration. 

f 

HONORING MAGGIE SMITH 

HON. VAN TAYLOR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Mr. TAYLOR. Madam Speaker, today, I rise 
to recognize Margaret Smith, on her twenty- 
four years of service as an employee of the 
United States Congress. 

A native Texan, Maggie received her Bach-
elor of Arts in History from the University of 
North Texas. Following graduation, she began 
her career with then-United States Senator, 
Phil Gramm, where she dutifully served as the 
State Administrator assisting in the manage-
ment of seven regional offices across the 
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state. In addition to directing administrative 
support, she was responsible for managing an 
extensive casework portfolio and overseeing 
Senatorial United States Service Academy 
nominations, 

In 2003, Ms. Smith would transition to the 
office of United States Congressman Jeb Hen-
sarling (TX–05), where she would assume the 
role of Senior Constituent Liaison. As part of 
her duties, Maggie maintained casework oper-
ations and fostered strategic relationships on 
behalf of the Congressman between federal 
agencies and community leaders. Maggie also 
managed a wide variety of programs and 
events while working alongside colleagues in 
both the Washington, D.C. and district offices. 

Following Congressman Hensarling’s retire-
ment in 2018, Maggie served the people of 
Texas’ Third Congressional District as a Sen-
ior Constituent Services Coordinator, where 
she would assist with casework and commu-
nity outreach across Collin County. During her 
time working for Congress, Maggie has been 
recognized as a respected professional, es-
teemed for her past efforts across the state. 

Now upon her retirement and as she begins 
a new season of life, I ask my colleagues in 
the United States House of Representatives to 
join me in recognizing Ms. Margaret Smith for 
her longtime service and to wish her well on 
her future endeavors. 

f 

WORLD SCIENTISTS’ WARNING OF 
A CLIMATE EMERGENCY 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, climate 
change is an existential threat to all of human-
ity, and it is essential that we start acting— 
now—to stop and reverse the destructive ef-
fects of climate change. 

In 2020, my constituent Oregon State Uni-
versity Professor Dr. William Ripple, and col-
leagues published ‘‘World Scientists’ Warning 
of a Climate Emergency’’ which has been en-
dorsed by more than 11,000 scientists from 
153 countries. They presented six trans-
formative steps we can take to effectively 
combat climate change. 

I urge my colleagues to read their report 
and join me in acting before it is too late. 

[From Bioscience, Jan. 2020] 
WORLD SCIENTISTS’ WARNING OF A CLIMATE 

EMERGENCY 
(By William J. Ripple, Christopher Wolf, 

Thomas M. Newsome, Phoebe Barnard, 
William R. Moomaw, and 11,092 scientist 
signatories from 153 countries) 
Scientists have a moral obligation to 

clearly warn humanity of any catastrophic 
threat and ‘tell it like it is.’ Based on this 
obligation and the data presented below, we 
herein proclaim, with more than 11,000 sci-
entist signatories from around the world, a 
clear and unequivocal declaration that a cli-
mate emergency exists on planet Earth. 

Exactly 40 years ago, scientists from 50 na-
tions met at the First World Climate Con-
ference (Geneva, 1979) and agreed that alarm-
ing trends for climate change made it ‘‘ur-
gently necessary’’ to act. Since then, similar 
alarms have been made through the 1992 Rio 
Summit, the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, the 2015 
Paris Agreement, as well as scores of other 
global assemblies and scientists’ explicit 

warnings of insufficient progress. Yet green-
house gas (GHG) emissions are still rising, 
with increasingly damaging effects on the 
Earth’s climate. An immense change of scale 
in endeavors to conserve our biosphere is 
needed to avoid untold suffering due to the 
climate crisis. 

Despite 40 years of global climate negotia-
tions, with few exceptions, we have generally 
conducted business as usual and have largely 
failed to address this predicament. The cli-
mate crisis has arrived and is accelerating 
faster than most scientists expected. It is 
more severe than anticipated, threatening 
natural ecosystems and the fate of human-
ity. Especially worrisome are potential cli-
mate tipping points and nature’s reinforcing 
feedbacks that could lead to a catastrophic 
‘‘Hothouse Earth’’ and cause significant dis-
ruptions to ecosystems, society, and econo-
mies, potentially making large areas of 
Earth uninhabitable. 

To secure a sustainable future, we must 
change how we live. Economic and popu-
lation growth are among the most important 
drivers of increases in CO2 emissions from 
fossil fuel combustion; thus, we need bold 
and drastic transformations regarding eco-
nomic and population policies. We suggest 
six critical and interrelated steps that gov-
ernments, businesses and the rest of human-
ity can take to lessen the worst effects of cli-
mate change. These are important steps, but 
are not the only actions needed or possible. 

1) Energy. The world must quickly imple-
ment massive energy efficiency and con-
servation practices, replace fossil fuels with 
low carbon renewables and other cleaner 
sources of energy. We should leave remain-
ing stocks of fossil fuels in the ground, and 
carefully pursue effective negative emissions 
using technology such as carbon extraction 
from the source and capture from the air, 
and by enhancing natural systems (Step 3). 
Wealthier countries need to support poorer 
nations in transitioning away from fossil 
fuels. We must swiftly eliminate subsidies to 
fossil fuel corporations and use effective and 
fair schemes for steadily escalating carbon 
prices to restrain the use of fossil fuels. 

2) Short-lived pollutants. We need to 
promptly reduce emissions of short-lived cli-
mate pollutants, including methane, black 
carbon (soot), and hydrofluorocarbons 
(HFCs). Doing this could slow climate 
feedbacks and potentially reduce the short- 
term warming trend by >50% over the next 
few decades while saving millions of lives 
and increasing crop yields due to reduced air 
pollution. The 2016 Kigali amendment to 
phase down HFCs is welcomed. 

3) Nature. We must protect and restore 
Earth’s ecosystems. Phytoplankton, coral 
reefs, forests, savannas, grasslands, wet-
lands, peatlands, soils, mangroves, and sea 
grasses contribute greatly to sequestration 
of atmospheric CO2. Marine and terrestrial 
plants, animals, and microorganisms play 
significant roles in carbon and nutrient cy-
cling and storage. We need to quickly curtail 
forest and biodiversity loss, protecting the 
remaining primary and intact forests, while 
accomplishing reforestation and 
afforestation where appropriate at enormous 
scales. Although available land may be lim-
iting in places, up to a third of emissions re-
ductions needed by 2030 for the Paris agree-
ment (<2°C) could be obtained with these 
natural climate solutions. 

4) Food. Eating mostly plant-based foods 
while reducing the global consumption of 
animal products, especially ruminant live-
stock, can improve human health and sig-
nificantly lower GHG emissions (including 
methane in step 2). Moreover, this will free 
up croplands for growing much needed 
human plant food instead of livestock feed, 
while releasing some grazing land to support 

natural climate solutions (step 3). Cropping 
practices such as minimum tillage that in-
crease soil carbon are vitally important. We 
need to drastically reduce the enormous 
amount of food waste around the world. 

5) Economy. Excessive extraction of mate-
rials and overexploitation of ecosystems, 
driven by economic growth, must be quickly 
curtailed to maintain long-term sustain-
ability of the biosphere. We need a carbon- 
free economy that explicitly addresses 
human dependence on the biosphere and poli-
cies that guide economic decisions accord-
ingly. Goals need to shift from GDP growth 
and the pursuit of affluence toward sup-
porting ecosystem and human wellbeing by 
prioritizing basic needs and reducing in-
equality. 

6) Population. Still increasing by roughly 
80 million people per year or >200,000 per day, 
we must stabilize and ideally gradually re-
duce the world population within a frame-
work that ensures social integrity. There are 
proven and effective policies that strengthen 
human rights, while lowering fertility rates 
and lessening the impacts of population 
growth on GHG emissions and biodiversity 
loss. These policies involve making family 
planning services available to all people and 
achieving full gender equity, including pri-
mary and secondary education as a global 
norm for all, especially girls and young 
women 

Mitigating and adapting to climate change 
while honoring the diversity of humans en-
tails major transformations in the ways our 
global society functions and interacts with 
natural ecosystems. We are encouraged by a 
recent surge of concern. Governmental bod-
ies are making climate emergency declara-
tions. Schoolchildren are striking. Ecocide 
lawsuits are proceeding in the courts. Grass-
roots citizen movements are demanding 
change, and many countries, states and prov-
inces, cities, and businesses are responding. 

As an Alliance of World Scientists, we 
stand ready to assist decision makers in a 
just transition to a sustainable and equitable 
future. The good news is that such trans-
formative change, with social and economic 
justice for all, promises far greater human 
wellbeing in the long run than does business 
as usual. We believe that prospects will be 
greatest if decision makers and all of hu-
manity promptly respond to this warning 
and declaration of a climate emergency, and 
act to sustain life on planet Earth, our only 
home. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO 
LOWER THE LEGAL VOTING AGE 
TO SIXTEEN 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, throughout 
our nation’s history—from the Vietnam war-era 
movement that sparked the 26th Amendment 
to the students of Stoneman Douglas High 
School demanding action against gun vio-
lence—the power of youth activism has unde-
niably and profoundly impacted cultural and 
political movements throughout our nation’s 
history. The modern fight against climate 
change continues to be led by young adults 
who recognize they will face the con-
sequences of decisions that we make today. 

Madam Speaker, it is time to give them a 
voice in our democracy by permitting them to 
be heard at the ballot box. 
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